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TERM:					_2_	

UNIT	N°:	_2_ 

 

Teacher(s) Juan Pablo Vanegas / Gina Virviescas Subject group and 
discipline Language and Literature 

Unit title Faith in humanity, lost or restored? MYP year 4 Unit duration (hrs) 28 

Inquiry: Establishing the purpose of the unit 

Key concept Related concept(s) Global context 
Perspective Purpose Fairness and development 

(Imagining a hopeful future) 
 

Statement of inquiry 
In the purpose of authors, we can see the perspective of people’s ideas and a projection of how we imagine a hopeful future. 
 

Inquiry questions 

Factual— What is irony? Who are Mark Twain and Robert Rosenblatt? What purpose did the authors have when they wrote these selections? What is the 
structure of a persuasive speech? 
Conceptual—How are humans different from other species? How is fairness and development addressed in these selections? How can faith in humanity be 
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restored? How is a persuasive speech written? How are transitional words used in a speech? 
Debatable—Do humans have the right to damage the planet? Can humans learn to care for one another? Can conflicts be solved in a civilized way?  

Objectives Summative assessment 
A. Analysing 
I. analyse the content, context, language, 
structure, technique and style of text(s) and the 
relationship among texts 
ii. analyse the effects of the creator’s choices 
on an audience 
iii. justify opinions and ideas, using examples, 
explanations and terminology 
iv. evaluate similarities and differences by 
connecting features across and within genres and 
texts. 
B. Organizing 
i. employ organizational structures that serve 
the context and intention 
ii. organize opinions and ideas in a sustained, 
coherent and logical manner 
iii. use referencing and formatting tools to create 
a presentation style suitable to the context and 
intention. 
D. Using language 

Outline of summative assessment task(s) including 
assessment criteria: 
Students will plan, write and deliver a speech for the 
congress of Colombia on environmental and/or 
humanitarian issues. 
GOAL: In the purpose of authors, we can see the 
perspective of people’s ideas and a projection of 
how we imagine a hopeful future. 
ROLE: Speaker before the congress of Colombia. 
AUDIENCE: Members of congress. 
SITUATION: Students will imagine that they have 
been invited to deliver a speech on environmental 
and humanitarian issues to congress of Colombia. 
They will prepare their persuasive speech and 
deliver it for the class who will play the role of 
member of congress.  
PRODUCT: Speech (written and spoken) 
STANDARDS: A. Analyzing, B. Organizing, D. Using 
language 

Relationship between summative assessment 
task(s) and statement of inquiry 
Based on authors’ purpose in writing and the 
perspective from which they produced the 
selections, students will reflect upon how fairness 
and development can be jeopardized. They will 
reflect on main issues related to environment and 
human nature and the evidence they can find in 
literary work and other media. They will think of 
these issues and prepare a speech which will be 
delivered to member of Colombian congress. 
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i. use appropriate and varied vocabulary, 
sentence structures and forms of expression 
ii. write and speak in a register and style that 
serve the context and intention 
iii. use correct grammar, syntax and punctuation 
iv. spell (alphabetic languages), write (character 
languages) and pronounce with accuracy 
v. use appropriate non-verbal communication 
techniques. 
 

Approaches to learning (ATL) 
I. COMMUNICATION 

• Use a variety of media to communicate with a range of audiences 

VII. INFORMATION LITERACY SKILLS 

• Make connections between various sources of information 

VIII. CRITICAL-THINKING SKILLS 

• Evaluate evidence and arguments 

Action: Teaching and learning through inquiry 

Content Learning process 
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LITERARY GENRE: 
Essay 
News article 
LITERARY DEVICES: 
Irony 
Satire 
  
LITERARY WORKS: 
“The Lowest Animal” by Mark Twain 
“The Man in the Water” by Roger Rosenblatt. 
 
TYPES OF TEXT: 
News Article 
 
LANGUAGE: 
Transition words phrases 
 
ADDITIONAL CONTENT 
Youtube video: 

Learning experiences and teaching strategies 
Viewing of the video “Earth Song” by Michael Jackson. How is the song connected to the statement of 
inquiry? 
Viewing the video “Severn Cullis-Suzuki at Rio Summit 1992”.  Issues about environment.  

Biography of Mark Twain. Who was the man behind the writer? 

Reading “The Lowest Animal” by Mark Twain – What is in human nature? – analysis of satire – challenge 
game. 

Viewing the video “Air Florida 737 crashes in the Potomac” – what would you do in such a tragedy? 

Who is Roger Rosenblatt? -  brief description of his work. 

Persuasive speech – intro’s parts – a. attention getter (hook); b. bond; c. credentials; d. destination; e. map 

Persuasive speech – paragraph structure. – state main point, state reason, give example, restate point, 
transition. 

Formative assessment 
What message is implied in the video “Earth Song” by Michael Jackson? – response –What can people do 
to improve the conditions of the world? -  brief reflection  
Comparison contrast exercise between “Earth Song” by Michael Jackson and “Severn Cullis-Suzuki at Rio 
Summit 1992”.  
Test on the biography of Mark Twain  
Test on satire.  
Debate – Can humans learn to care for one another? – students will be assigned a position based on what 
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Severn Cullis-Suzuki at Rio Summit 1992 
 

 

they read on the selections.  
First draft of speech introduction  
Second draft of speech introduction and delivery in front of class  
First draft of speech body paragraphs 1, 2 and 3.  
Second draft of speech body paragraphs and delivery.  
Conclusion of persuasive speech and delivery  
Differentiation 
Students with difficulties will be assisted in different ways:  

Students will be observed while in the activities proposed. Teacher will keep track of students’ weaknesses 
and strengths in order to help them take advantage of the latter and find strategies to overcome the former. 

Some specific activities will be done with students who struggle to perform especially in formative and 
summative assessments. For example, there will be student teacher conferences where teacher will 
provide further practice or explanations. 

Teacher will videotape every class and upload the videos to the class YouTube channel so students 
missing school or who need to review topics or concepts may view them. 

Especially with essays drafts, students will be allowed to write other drafts before turning them in or before 
contributing in the collaborative essay writing 

Advanced students will mentor a group of weaker students in cooperative groups. They will be given the 
task of making sure everyone in the groups understand, use skills and behaves appropriately. 

Resources 
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Books 
Hand-outs 
Projector 
Laptop  

Reflection: Considering the planning, process and impact of the inquiry 

Prior to teaching the unit During teaching After teaching the unit 
The unit could be interesting especially because 
they can relate to famous children who have 
spoken out their minds in order to defend humans’ 
rights and the protection of the planet’s 
environment.  
They must know young people like Malala and 
Severn Cullis-Suzuki who are inspiring for the 
children of the world. 
Students will be able to use their knowledge of 
Spanish and French to research for their speech. 
 
Students could develop attributes of the IB learner 
such as open minded, caring, reflective, principled, 
thinkers and communicators. 
Students may have difficulties in understanding the 
irony and satires present in the selections. 
It is possible that students do not have the skills in 
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writing to produce the speech. 

 


