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Teacher(s) Juan Pablo Vanegas Subject group and 
discipline Language and Literature 

Unit title GREAT INVENTIONS MYP year 3 Unit duration (hrs) 28 

Inquiry: Establishing the purpose of the unit 

Key concept Related concept(s) Global context 
Perspective Context, theme Scientific and technical innovation 

Explorations: 
Opportunity, risk, consequences and responsibility 
Adaptation, ingenuity and progress 

Statement of inquiry 
Science fiction themes can reflect both the positive and  negative perspective  people have of  scientific and technical innovation in contexts such as 
medicine, education and industry. 

Inquiry questions 

Factual: What types of innovations has technology brought to our lives lately? What is theme? Who are the authors of the stories? When were the stories 
written and how does the context influence the writers to create their stories? 
Conceptual: How does meaning of technology consider the positive and negative aspects it brings to humanity? How does theme show technology to us? Why 
does technology evolve so quickly? How do technological advances improve/damage our lives? 
Debatable: Is technology helping human beings creating a better world? Do we need technology to live? Is science fiction a prediction of real scientific 
advances of humanity? Would time travel be convenient or inconvenient?  

Objectives Summative assessment 
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A. Analyzing 
i. analyse the content, context, language, 
structure, technique and style of text(s) and the 
relationship among texts 
ii. analyse the effects of the creator’s choices 
on an audience 
iii. justify opinions and ideas, using examples, 
explanations and terminology 
iv. evaluate similarities and differences by 
connecting features across and within genres and 
texts. 
B. Organizing 
i. employ organizational structures that serve 
the context and intention 
ii. organize opinions and ideas in a sustained, 
coherent and logical manner 
iii. use referencing and formatting tools to create 
a presentation style suitable to the context and 
intention. 
C. Producing text 
i. produce texts that demonstrate thought, 
imagination and sensitivity, while exploring and 
considering new perspectives and ideas arising 
from personal engagement with the creative 
process 
ii. make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, 
literary and visual devices, demonstrating 

Students will organize a science fair to sell a 
technological gadget that has a positive impact in 
the community.   
GOAL: Science fiction themes can reflect both the 
positive and negative perspective people have of  
scientific and technical innovation in contexts such 
as medicine, education and industry. 
ROLE: Inventors/innovators 
AUDIENCE: potential buyers/investors. 
SITUATION: You are an inventor who will show your 
creation and sell it to an investor. 
PRODUCT:  A technological device/gadget 
STANDARDS: A. Analyzing, B. Organizing, C. 
Producing text, D. Using language  
 
 

Students will reflect on main issues related to 
environment and human nature and the evidence 
they can find in literay work and other media. They 
will think of these issues and prepare a speech 
which will be delivered to delegates of the UN 
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awareness of impact on an audience 
iii. select relevant details and examples to develop 
ideas. 
D. Using language 
i. use appropriate and varied vocabulary, 
sentence structures and forms of expression 
ii. write and speak in a register and style that 
serve the context and intention 
iii. use correct grammar, syntax and punctuation 
iv. spell (alphabetic languages), write (character 
languages) and pronounce with accuracy 
v. use appropriate non-verbal communication 
techniques. 
 

Approaches to learning (ATL) 
 
Research 
VI. Information literacy skills 
 
Present information in a variety of formats and platforms 
Participate in, and contribute to, digital social media networks 
Read critically and for comprehension 



Middle Years Programme Unit planner           4 

Action: Teaching and learning through inquiry 

Content Learning process 
LITERARY GENRE: 
Short story 
 
LITERARY DEVICES: 
Similes 
Metaphors 
Imagery 
 
LITERARY WORKS: 
“A Sound of Thunder” by Ray Bradbury 
“Travel by Wire” by Arthur C. Clarke 
  
TYPES OF TEXT: 
 
Descriptive essay. 
  
LANGUAGE: 
 
Tenses review. 
Punctuation 
  
ADDITIONAL CONTENT: 
 
Movie 
Meet the Robinsons 
 

Learning experiences and teaching strategies 
Pre-reading learning activities: 
- Brainstorm prior knowledge of technological advances. 
- Stimulate links to existing knowledge, eg in history, other texts, films, experiences of friends and relations 
- Make mind maps: Terminology/vocabulary 
- Read background contextual and biographical information/comprehension (knowledge) 
 
Reading learning activities: 
-Exploration of language and imagery. 
-Cultural references. 
 
Post-reading activities: 
Commenting on the texts read in class. 
Viewing movies to relate to the genre.  
 
Writing activities 
Brainstorming and outlining to produce a short text. 
Using correct grammar, syntax and punctuation. 
Formative assessment 
Students will take tests on the genre and texts worked in class. 
Students will analize the contexts of the texts read. 
Students will discuss their perspective of scientific and technical innovation.   
Students complete a movie workshop analyzing film narrative.  
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Students will identify relationships among texts. 
Students will compare/contrast different pieces of work texts vs movie. 
Students will justify why context influences an author’s perspective of their stories. 
Differentiation 
Students with difficulties will be assisted in different ways:  

Students will be observed while in the activities proposed. Teacher will keep track of students’ weaknesses 
and strengths in order to help them take advantage of the latter and find strategies to overcome the former. 

Some specific activities will be done with students who struggle to perform especially in formative and 
summative assessments. For example, there will be student teacher conferences where teacher will 
provide further practice or explanations. 

Teacher will videotape every class and upload the videos to the class YouTube channel so students 
missing school or who need to review topics or concepts may view them. 

Especially with essays drafts, students will be allowed to write other drafts before turning them in or before 
contributing in the collaborative essay writing 

Advanced students will mentor a group of weaker students in cooperative groups. They will be given the 
task of making sure everyone in the groups understand, use skills and behaves appropriately. 

Resources 

Books 
Hand-outs 
Projector 
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Reflection: Considering the planning, process and impact of the inquiry 

Prior to teaching the unit During teaching After teaching the unit 
Students are not usually interested in science 
fiction topics. It will be necessary to create activities 
that make them be appealed to the genre. 
Written and oral production are unknown for the 
teacher so it is important to give students 
opportunities to speak and write to detect strengths 
and weaknesses. 
Some of the activities planned may take longer that 
expected based on the reading skills of students. 
The unit can be too ambitious, in whose case some 
of the activities will not be done so there is time for 
students to work on their  

Assessing orgabizing was difficult due to the fact 
they didn’t actually practice a type of writing, such 
as letters or essays.  

 

 


