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TERM:					_3__	

UNIT	N°:	_3__ 

Teacher(s) Juan Pablo Vanegas / Gina Virviescas Subject group and 
discipline 

Language and Literature 

Unit title Unit 3 
HARD CHOICES 

MYP year 3 Unit duration (hrs) 40 

Inquiry: Establishing the purpose of the unit 

Key concept Related concept(s) Global context 
Connections Intertextuality  

Setting 
Theme 
 

Identities and relationships 
 
moral reasoning and 
ethical judgment. 
 

Statement of inquiry 
 People’s moral reasoning and ethical judgement are evidenced in the intertextuality and connections found among short story settings and themes.  

Inquiry questions 

Factual— What is suspense? What is plot? What is conflict? What is foreshadow?  
Conceptual— How does suspense add to the effects of a story? How does foreshadow help in building suspense? How is a story built? 
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Debatable— Is it fair that others make choices for us? Can we avoid making hard choices? 

Objectives Summative assessment 
A. Analyzing 
I. analyze the content, context, language, 
structure, technique and style of text(s) and the 
relationship among texts 
ii. analyze the effects of the creator’s choices 
on an audience 
iii. justify opinions and ideas, using examples, 
explanations and terminology 
iv. evaluate similarities and differences by 
connecting features across and within genres and 
texts. 
Criterion C: Producing text 
i. produce texts that demonstrate thought, 
imagination and sensitivity, while exploring and 
considering new perspectives and ideas arising 
from personal engagement with the creative 
process 
ii. make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, 
literary and visual devices, demonstrating 
awareness of impact on an audience 
iii. select relevant details and examples to develop 
ideas. 

Outline of summative assessment task(s) including 
assessment criteria: 
GOAL: T People’s moral reasoning and ethical 
judgement are evidenced in the intertextuality and 
connections found among short story settings and 
themes. 
ROLE: you are a writer who has been hired to tell a 
story about a hard decision her characters had to 
make and in that way show how humans sometimes 
have to make choices for love. 
AUDIENCE: readers of a story. 
SITUATION: students have been hired to write a 
story with an impact on their audience in which 
people have to make hard choices and sometimes 
love determines the choices we make. 
PRODUCT: story about hard choices. 
STANDARDS: A, C, D. 

Relationship between summative assessment 
task(s) and statement of inquiry: Students will read 
two stories in whose setting, theme and 
connections among them make clear the identities 
and relationships of human nature and the moral 
and ethical choices people have to make. Based on 
their reading, students will produce a story whose 
theme is hard choices and in which they will apply 
the literary elements studied in class. They will 
reflect on making hard choices and how they 
sometimes depend on love. 
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D. Using language 
i. use appropriate and varied vocabulary, 
sentence structures and forms of expression 
ii. write and speak in a register and style that 
serve the context and intention 
iii. use correct grammar, syntax and punctuation 
iv. spell (alphabetic languages), write (character 
languages) and pronounce with accuracy 
v. use appropriate non-verbal communication 
techniques. 

Approaches to learning (ATL) 
I. COMMUNICATION 
• Participate in, and contribute to, digital social media networks 
 
VII. INFORMATION LITERACY SKILLS 
• Present information in a variety of formats and platforms 
 
VIII. CRITICAL-THINKING SKILLS 
• Revise understanding based on new information and evidence 
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Action: Teaching and learning through inquiry 

Content Learning process 
LITERARY GENRE: 
Short story 
  
LITERARY DEVICES: 
Motivation 
Suspense 
Conflict 
Foreshadow 
 
LITERARY WORKS: 
“The Cold Equations” by Tom Godwin. 
“The First Seven Years” by Bernard Malamud. 
 
 
TYPES OF TEXT: 
Story with multiple endings. 
 
LANGUAGE: 

Learning experiences and teaching strategies 
Video “Hard Choices” Survey about hard choices. TUNING IN. 
Reading about suspense and plot. What do we know about suspense and plot? Tell a story whose plot 
was especially interesting. What will I learn about suspense and plot? TUNING IN/FINDING OUT. 
Reading “The Cold Equations” by Tom Godwin. FINDING OUT Identifying plot parts and the use of 
suspense in popular media. Hard choices. 
Writing a different ending for the story. GOING FURTHER How would I have preferred the story to end? 
Does the story answer my questions about plot, suspense and hard choices? 
Reading about character and protagonist. What do I know about characters and protagonist? TUNING IN. 
Reading “The First Seven Years” by by Bernard Malamud. FINDING OUT. 
Planning a story. SORTING OUT, GOING FURTHER. Using what has been read, students will plan a 
story. They must use other stories they have read/viewed to enrich their own. 
Writing the first draft of the story: Exposition and beginning of rising action. MAKING CONCLUSIONS. 
Students will present their stories and share them with classmates and teachers. 
Writing second draft of the story: climax, falling action and resolution. MAKING CONCLUSIONS. Students 
will present their stories and share them with classmates and teachers. 
Writing of final draft TAKING ACTION. Students will share their stories made online. 
Formative assessment 
Test on plot and “Cold Equations” 
Writing a new ending for the story. 
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Adjectives 
Prepositions 
ADDITIONAL CONTENT 
YouTube videos 

Test on character and protagonist and “The First Seven Years”  
Outline of the story, characters and setting. 
First draft of the story. (Exposition and beginning of rising action.) 
Second draft. (climax, falling action and resolution.) 
Final draft.  
Differentiation 
Students with difficulties will be assisted in different ways:  
Students will be observed while in the activities proposed. Teacher will keep track of students’ weaknesses 
and strengths in order to help them take advantage of the latter and find strategies to overcome the former. 
Some specific activities will be done with students who struggle to perform especially in formative and 
summative assessments. For example, there will be student teacher conferences where teacher will 
provide further practice or explanations. 
Teacher will videotape every class and upload the videos to the class YouTube channel so students 
missing school or who need to review topics or concepts may view them. 
Especially with essays drafts, students will be allowed to write other drafts before turning them in or before 
contributing in the collaborative essay writing 
Advanced students will mentor a group of weaker students in cooperative groups. They will be given the 
task of making sure everyone in the groups understand, use skills and behaves appropriately. 

Resources 

Books 
Hand-outs 
Projector 
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Laptop  

Reflection: Considering the planning, process and impact of the inquiry 

Prior to teaching the unit During teaching After teaching the unit 
Students have already explored the genre of 
science fiction so they are used to reading this kind 
of stories. 
Love is a theme that students like very much and 
read about, in some cases for pleasure, so these 
stories could somehow relate to their likes. 
However, some students might not find the topic so 
interesting. It is important to connect and find ways 
in which students can relate and be engaged with 
the stories. 
Students might be interested in working on the e-
book creator where they will present the last 
version of their stories.  

  

 


