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Here are the parts of a persuasive essay. 
 
A. INTRODUCTION  
Tells your audience what you are going to tell them and establishes the foundation 
for your essay. A good Introduction 'draws the map' for the journey. For a 
Persuasive Essay, an Introduction consists of ...  
 
1. Attention-Getter:  
A statement, visual or sound (or combination) that startles, gains attention and 
makes your audience sit up. 
 
2. Bond : Link-to Audience:  
Identify a personal connection in the audiences’ life, eg their use of the ‘device’ or 
system, or their emotional 
experience (grief and sorrow, happiness). 
 
3. "Credentials" of Speaker (Credibility):  
Demonstrate how you are an ‘expert’ through your own use, experience or study. 
 
4. Destination / Objective Sentence:  
State clearly why you are speaking at this moment. State your Goal, Thesis or 
what you expect as an Outcome. 
 
State your Destination. 
An example may be .. “This evening/today I am here to convince you that .... is the 
most effective way to do business today"  
 
5. Explain your Map to your Destination : Essay Preview:  
Briefly outline what you will cover in your persuasive essay. 
"This is where you will ... " 
 
“Tell what you are going to tell them”  
 
Transition: A transition is how you move from one section or point to the next. It is 
a linking idea.  
You could say … “Let’s begin by ...”, “Let’s start with ...” or I prefer “Let’s consider 
…” 
 
B. BODY of your Essay  
The Body of your essay is where the detail is found and is best contained in 
THREE points (you can have more, but don't confuse your audience). For a 
Persuasive Essay, this is where you will ...  
 
“Tell them”  
 
1. Main Point #1 
State Point 1 
State a Reason 
Give an Example 
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Restate the Point 
 
Transition: Create a linking statement to Point 2 
2. Main Point #2 
State Point 2 
State a Reason 
Give an Example 
Restate the Point 
 
Transition: Create a linking statement to Point 3 
3. Main Point #3 
State Point 3 
State a Reason 
Give an Example 
Restate the Point 
 
Transition: Create a linking statement to the Conclusion, eg “Let’s summarise ..." or 
“Can we consider these main points ..."  
 
C. CONCLUSION  
“Tell them what you have told them”  
1. Restate thesis:  
2. Restate main points:  
3. Call-to-Action: eg “I encourage you to …”, “Let’s all contribute …” , “… sign now 
…”, “make a decision now to be involved …” 
 
Here you will find sentences or groups of sentences that constitute the 
introduction of a persuasive essay. Decide which of them a – f correspond to 
the different parts as shown in the chart on the next page. 
 

a. I have been into the use of technology since I remember. Naturally, I know 
about phones because I think they are amazing pieces of technology that 
facilitate our lives. Up to this moment, I have had 10 mobile phones and 
have seen how the technology inside them has advanced and become more 
and more sophisticated along the years. I have learned a lot about them, 
using them and exchanging ideas with other mobile users. In conclusion, I 
consider myself someone with the expertise in the use of mobile phones 
despite my age! 

 
b. Most students at this school have an iPhone, one of different versions. 

Some people, the wealthiest obviously, have an iPhone 6 and even an 
iPhone 6 plus which cost around 2 million pesos. And what do they use it 
for? To play games and send useless messages, to stalk people in 
Facebook, and the silliest of all uses, to fill the memory of their phones with 
selfies making a duck face. 

 
c. Now, let’s begin by talking about teens’ carelessness. 

 
d. In this essay, I want to prove that adolescents must not be allowed to have 

such expensive pieces of technology. 
 

e. iPhones are a waste of money for people your age. 
 

f. First of all, young people are very careless; second, they just waste their 
time with their cell phones, and third, they may harm other people or even 
themselves with their use. 
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Below you will find the first paragraph of the persuasive essay whose 
introduction parts you just organized. Underline with different colors each of 
the parts of a body paragraph. Copy the first words of the fragments in the 
corresponding section in the table provided. 
 
Most young people are so careless especially children of a high social status. 
Why? Because they are given everything they want, whenever they want it, and 
they can’t see how expensive things are. For example, most of students this age 
who have had an iPhone, have broken it or lost it. Actually, it is kind of a fashion to 
have the screen of their phone broken. And it is all right that they break them 
because most of the times, when some of these  "accidents" happen, the parents 
buy another one, a couple of days later. And so the circle starts again endlessly.  
Here's my first reason to insist on not buying such expensive phones since 
adolescents are careless. Now, let's see the second argument. 
 

MAIN POINT 1 
State point 1  
State reason  
Give an example  
Restate the point  
Transition  
 

INTRODUCTION

Attention-‐getter

Bond

"Credentials"	  of	  
Speaker

Destination	  /	  Objective	  
Sentence

Explain	  your	  Map	  to	  your	  
Destination	  :	  Speech	  

Preview:	  

Transition

PERSUASIVE	  ESSAY	  STRUCTURE
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Write the other two paragraphs using the main points from the essay. 
 

MAIN POINT 2 
State point 1  

 
 
 
 

State reason  
 
 
 
 
 

Give an example  
 
 
 
 
 

Restate the point  
 
 
 
 

Transition  
 
 
 
 

 
MAIN POINT 3 

State point 1  
 
 
 
 

State reason  
 
 
 
 
 

Give an example  
 
 
 
 
 

Restate the point  
 
 
 
 

Transition  
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Finally, write the conclusion. 
 
Remember the parts are:  
 

Restate 
destination 

 
 
 
 

Restate main 
points 

 
 
 

Call to action 

 
 
 
 

 


